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For we write you nothing other than what you can 
read and 3 Iso understand; / hope you will understand 
until the end — as you have already understood us 
in part — that on the day of the Lord Jesus we are 
your boast even as you are our boast. 

2 Corinthians 1.14 


January 2015 


Dear Friends, 


Mrs Moka Jessop Togakilo from Ekklesia Kelisiano Niue is certainly one of our boasts. Featured 
as an ongoing, mature student in PTCEE's 2013 newsletter, she graduated with her Certificate 
in Theological Studies here at PTC in November 2014. And 'the icing on the cake', as they say, 
was that Moka and her daughter Helena were able to come over for graduation. We were 
thrilled to see them. Thinking back over her certificate studies, Moka was in reflective mood. 
Theological education had certainly helped her to be recognised as someone fit to be a Pastor 
to the village congregation in Toi, but it had achieved even more than that, she suggested. 


Happy New Year from PTCEE here 
in Suva! Please excuse us, but 
we're boasting — just as the 
Apostle Paul did! But only so that 
God gets the glory. 


Moka being presented with her Certificate by Chairperson of the PTC 
Council & Executive the Revd Elder Leatulagi Fa’alevao 


The Revd Val Ogden 
PTCEE’s new Director 
as of 1 September 2014 





" Mmm - studying, you know, helps you to develop 
your spiritual side. It's very educational and it 
applies to your own life and you become a different 
person. We have old habits and old ways of looking 
at things. The courses are organized in a way that 
helps you go forward - they inspire you. That's it. 
That's why I'm studying in the extension 
programme. / didn't do it just to prove I'm a Pastor 
- though you can't deny that was part of it. But the 
best part is to know God more and to be a better 
follower of Jesus day by day". 


PTCEE Director, Rev Val and Moka in the PTCEE office 
discussing her experience of the Certificate courses 



Are you a PTCEE Student? Please help us by checking the following things. Thanks! 

- Does our office have up-to-date contact details for you, especially an e-mail address 
or phone number that will actually get us through to you. Please update us if not. 

- Are you regularly sending in assignments and receiving them back when marked? 

If not, what's going wrong? Is the problem a theological one, a financial one or 
something else? Please tell us—we're here to help. Nothing is impossible with God.... 

- How are things going with your Mentor and those supporting you in your studies 
locally? Would you like us to talk to them on your behalf? Put us in touch and we will. 
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"Extension studies help ecumenical formation". 

So says President-Elect of the Methodist Church in Fiji and Rotuma, the Revd Tevita Nawadra Banivanua. 
Talatala Tevita was the guest speaker at PTC's graduation ceremony this year and spoke warmly, from long 
experience, about his own ecumenical formation, at home and overseas. He believes that learning with 
others from different Churches and backgrounds shapes our discipleship for the better. This affirms the 
PTCEE ethos too. Because extension courses do not favour one denominational background, they can be 
extremely formative when looking at issues of the Bible, Church, Ministry, Christian Ethics, etc, from 
different perspectives. They help people to dig deeper, to look with new and questioning eyes at what 
they've received and absorbed in their own faith journey and be more confident in thinking and speaking 
theologically. 

I 

Revd Banivanua remembers his own time on campus at PTC 
sharing with many others from across the South Pacific as 
deeply formative. 'I learned so much from others in their 
diversity', he says. And although PTCEE students are 'off- 
campus', they can grow in faith and knowledge just as 
effectively: especially if they're able, from time to time, to 
meet up with other Extension students in their 
neighbourhood, to share ideas and opinions arising from their 
reading and assignments. 'I encourage anyone who wants to 
be challenged and stretched in their Christian understanding 
to consider a course with PTC Education by Extension', said 
Revd Banivanua, in conversation with PTCEE's Director, the 
Revd Val Ogden after the Graduation ceremony. 'For many 
years now it has been a much valued resource for our whole 
region, and we pray that its ecumenical vision for learning 
and formation will go from strength to strength'. 

Top tips for successful studies 

PTCEE pays respect and says a huge thank you - vinaka vakalevu! - to 
Michael Kafonika who was Acting Director of the programme from 1 
December 2013 to 1 September 2014. Michael holds Bachelors and 
Masters degrees in Theology, and has studied via Extension himself, so 
knows the challenges from personal experience. He was a great 
encouragement to many people during his time as Director and we miss 
him in the office as he concentrates full-time now on PhD studies. 

We asked Michael for his three top tips for students working on their 
modules and assignments, and here's his wisdom. 

1. READ! Read your course readings carefully for understanding. Read 
the questions carefully so that you know what is required of you by way 
of answer. Re-read the questions and also your answer so that you know 
that what you've written is what the question asks of you. 

2. DON"T GENERALIZE. Avoid writing generalized statements. Always 
back these up with facts. 

3. GET TO THE POINT. Try and be concise where possible. Avoid "beating 
around the bush" and instead focus on the particular thing you want to 
say. It's good discipline if we can get straight to the point! 

We'll take note. Many thanks, Michael, and God Bless you. 



Avoid beating around the bush... 



The Revd Tevita Nawadra Banivanua preaching 
at the 2014 PTC Graduation 
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So who's 'active' and who's just 'on the books?' 


=> In 2014, we had 49 new enrolments, 21 male and 28 female, averaging 4 new students 

per month — great! Could we make it an average of at least 5 per month in 2015? 

=> Geographically, they represent the Solomon Islands, American Samoa, Kiribati and the 
Fiji Islands. But we all know there are plenty more islands and churches in the region 
whose members are hungry for theological education. It's right here at PTCEE. Let's have 
new sign-ups from YOU in 2015. 

=> Ecumenically, we come from Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, Congregational 
Christian, Protestant and United Churches, plus the Salvation Army. What an amazing 
blessing to be disciples from*different denominations yet with a common aim: to learn 
more of God and be better equipped to serve God, our churches and our communities. 

=> We have 150 or more students 'on the books' but only 38 sent in at least one assignment 

in 2014. Some individuals sent more—well done! So if you're studying with PTCEE, 
please don't let 2015 be a year when we look at your file again and say, 'This person — 
is s/he 'active' or just 'on the books?' Jokapeci and Josese hard at work in the PTC library 




'PTCEE won't let you down'. 

We asked Jokapeci Wainiu and Josese Delailakeba to talk 
about their experience of learning with PTCEE so far. They 
both signed up for Certificate studies in 
I 2014, and are both young people in their 
i twenties. Here's what they said. 


"V 


y- 


, You may wonder what I have got in the bag to give you encouragement in order to pull your 
interest to PTCEE/ I would ask you to come and taste the sweet experience that PTCEE has to 
.offer and grab it for yourself. But before you make any decision let me tell you about bow I 
came to be in PTCEE and the experience I have got so far in studying at PTCEE. After long years 
of following my dad around as part of his ministry, I came to a conclusion that whatever educational field I planned 
to do it will always point me back to the church. I spent a year studying Sports science at Fiji National University. I 
dropped the class just to follow my father to a Wesleyan School called Sia'atoutai which is located in Tonga- We 
spent 4 months before we came back home in Fiji. It was such a good experience for me that I spiritually realized 
that I crave to know more about God. This realization was also seen by my father, who recommended that I study at 
PTCEE. So here I am, one year of studying with PTCEE and I am learning more and more. The knowledge you learn 

in church that is been preached by the pastor and 
the new knowledge you now discover at PTCEE 
needs to be weighed up. When I started, I knew 
nothing of Martin Luther, the Reformation or 
Church History or that there are other parts of 
the Bible which Catholics use called the 
Apocrypha. But here I am filling in the missing 
pieces of that knowledge of the church. Most of 
us now, we make it a routine attending church 
services, listening half-heartedly. People's 
judgments of us are more important than 
spiritually being there. I realize I was becoming 
like one of those people I just mentioned. After 
reading the PTCEE Church History course, To 
the Ends of the Earth, Books 1-2 and studying 
about all the martyrs who died so that the new generation could worship God freely, it touched me in a way that 
now I want to worship God spiritually and in the right way and following his teachings. At PTCEE you will feel at 
home. Mentors, teachers and friends are around if you need any help. PTCEE won't let you down. 


Questions and answers with Dr Richard A. Davies, Lecturer in Theology & Ethics 
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Josese: The reason I want to encourage young men like me to stu4y theology with PTCEE 
is becguse there's lot of opportunities in studying theology to be Go4's helping hgn4 to 
others, to ggin knowle4ge gbout the Bible gn4 to live the Word. I wgnt to encourage 
others to 4o goo4 gn4 become strong by just abiding in the word of Go4 gn4 being more 
gble to withstgn4 any situgtion in life. I gm fin4ing it very chgllenging gn4 very exciting in 
stu4ying Go4's wor4 gn4 stgrting to reglize Go4's eterngl love for us. An4 glso there's g lot 
of new knowle4ge thgt is interesting, exciting gn4 enjoygble. The benefit thgt I will get out 
of stu4ying gn4 prgctising theology in the future is to become g better person in life gn4 
glso thgt I cgn hgve knowle4ge to look gt situgtions in g 4ifferent, positive perspective wgy. 
These stu4ies gre prgcticgl gn4 they help to give me thgt full hegvenly relief thgt I gm 
4oing Go4's work for others gn4 thgt I cgn be gn inspirgtion in someone's life. 

i 

...as I write to you with my own hand’. (Galatians 6.11) 

A New Year Reflection from the Director’s Desk 

Before joining PTCEE last September I was based in the UK’s capital city 
of London: home to people of many languages, ethnicities and cultures. 

Many Church ministers and preachers don’t have English as their first 
language and need to research, prepare and deliver sermons in English 
medium rather than their ‘mother tongue’. This can be hard work, as we 
know only too well. Even if our formal education has been in English — or 
French perhaps — as in the Pacific region, we struggle to find words that 
can express the mighty things of God effectively and passionately. But 
when we face that struggle honestly, the results can bear wonderful fruit. I can remember occasions when a preacher 
didn’t use ‘the Queen’s English’ (what does that mean anyway in a global context?) but their integrity under God came 
across powerfully. We knew the preacher had personally struggled with the task and what was communicated ‘rang true’. 

One Sunday in London, I listened to a minister preach and his ideas and delivery seemed unusual. I had heard him a 
number of times before and was used to his style of speech and expression. On this occasion he was using words and 
phrases that didn’t seem natural for him and his eyes were looking down, reading from his papers. After the service I 
asked politely if I could have a copy of his sermon. He didn’t seem willing to give me one at first. Eventually he went to the 
reading desk and gave me the print-outs lying there. It was clear that he had simply looked up a sermon on the internet, 

printed it out and read it aloud. He should have said to us, “I felt prompted to share a sermon written by.today, and I 

must respect the person’s work by declaring that to you”. But he didn’t. He tried to pass the sermon off as his own. No 
wonder it didn’t ring true. The ‘secret’ had been uncovered. (Luke 12.2). What can we learn from this in relation to our 
PTCEE work and the assignments we write? Three things, perhaps. 

1. Sometimes, especially when we’re struggling, we may be tempted to use someone else’s work and pretend it’s our 
own. Perhaps the ‘secret’ won’t even be uncovered by the official marker and we get a good result for it and feel happy 
that we got away with it. Is that really a cause for celebration though? We seriously need to stop and think. What does 
such behaviour say about our integrity before God and about our maturity as disciples? 

2. The Apostle Paul often used a secretary to do physical writing for him, as was common practice in his day. Romans 
6.22 introduces us to Tertius, for example. Yet Paul made great efforts to emphasise that the teaching communicated was 
coming authentically from him, personally signing off much of it. See for example 1 Corinthians 16.21, Galatians 6.11, 
Colossians 4.18, 2 Thessalonians 3.17 and Philemon 1.19. Paul is a lesson to us. He wanted to work in open, not 
deceptive ways. He wanted to be accountable before God for his own words. 

3. If we don’t personally put the effort into our PTCEE work, we won’t actually learn anything from it. It won’t sink into 
our minds and hearts and make a difference; it will wash over us like the waves. Consulting other people about our work, 
discussing topics with our mentor and reading our textbooks (and even resources from the internet!) can all bring wisdom. 
But what we finally communicate in our PTCEE work must be absolutely our own, so that we can say truthfully with St 
Paul, ‘See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand!’ 

God Bless you, Steu Va£ 

PTCEE, PO Box 388, Veiuto, SUVA, Fiji Islands 
Phone +679 330 7989 Mobile: +679 908 0754 or 730 8394 
Email: ptcee@ptc.ac.fj Fax:+679 330 1728 Web: www.ptc.ac.fj/ptcee 



Graduates Ema Asioli and Moka Togakilo with the team 




Josese Delailakeba 
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